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The conservation and topological structure of ciliary protein TMEM 138
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Abstract: TMEM138 is a ciliary protein. Absence of TMEM138 can cause phylogenetic ciliopathy-
Joubert syndrome. In order to analyze the molecular mechanism of TMEM 138, the conservative analysis
and topological structure of TMEM138 were studied. Eight representative species were selected to
analyze the conserved primary, secondary and tertiary structure of TMEM138 protein, and determined
that the transmembrane domain of TMEM138 is the most conserved, which is an important structural
basis for realizing its function. By constructing the in vitro overexpression vector of TMEM138 and
combining with the live cell staining technique, we verified the membrane localization and topological
structure of TMEM138 for the first time. This conclusion can provide further help for the study of
TMEM138.
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TMEM 138 7E{A A A1 14 5256 vh & IR S 58 2 T
4%, E—MIEEM (Lietal.,2016), fFEAKH
R, TMEMI138 (162K 1T F:34 44 4 Joubert
CEGIEMILT B, %P Joubert Z7 4 iF 1] 521 A 1)
S . AR PR RN A 5 & 4t (Ben-Salem et al., 2014;
Brancati et al., 2010) . 7E /) B A 89 ©F 58 & B4,
Tmem138 [ ff 2% AT i /)N B HS B PRt 0 40 g
MR AR . BN BUK SR EY 5K, DLAOK
FEREEEE R (Guo et al.,2022) 5 7EBE S A i b
Tmem 138t A] LG EOLN % 37K (Lee et al.,2012)
iR e EFRUETE R, TMEMI13S S FEZ W)
Al g A AU AL, X W7~ E TMEM138 7] g
BAWARSF R E AL FIIaE. Bk, 111
#T TMEMI138 RS RE R, IEXF LA R P
TMEM 138 £ 12548 Ry ORSFHESEAT T A5 B
LS 34T o

I3 81 Joubert 5 A AIE AT — 22 14 5 KR 28 A8 AH 3¢
PE, BB R AN R Y Joubert 25 & 1E 5
AHII, CEP290, TMEM216, TMEM]138 ., INPP5E Fil
CEP41 5784 5, 1 8 A JH% 1Y) Joubert 25 5 fiE
5 TMEM67,CC2D2A ,rpgripll, CEP290 Fll INPPSE
AR K (Keeny et al.,2014), B TMEM138 j&—
FAT DURERE 5 S R0 55 A R B AN R 4R BRI
HFIEGE R, Tmem138 & T/ B W I
JEZ A ELT B, I H Tmem138 @b i/l &
AR RS R A7 2R 1 (Guo et al.,2022) . LA,
FATXF TMEM 138 £ [ i 4 A58 vl REXTHHR /s 47 &
o A G B N AL e e s R L B o 80 S

I i (TM, transmembrane ) 45 [ i & — Pl &
P 2 10T G, NSk R B FL S W A R A
TMEMI138 Hl & TiZ&E H A5, = —MEREN .
FES R 1A Sy 200 TR ) 45 5 AL T 7 O S 2 o 0 72 4
Mo Rk EEEEM, BN LIS S5 5%k, v
FZFE TR A s, IES S5 YR
B3RP, V2 RS G 52 R B R R
W& & A AR 995 16 97 38 5 (van Geest et al.,
2000) . B R AR ARG REAE B AR FNAE AL, 3K
THEADRHYIEMPIT 2 XEZE, BHRINEE
PR I e 250005 B, 8/ 5 IS5 5 (TMD,
transmembrane domain ) %5 F1 AT ¥ 1 45 44 SR G
F RS ) J5 18] (Lee et al., 2014) . ASHF 5 3 15 #4)

A P E AR 1) TMEM138 ik 84Kk, JF45 &
4 °CHMT IR AR, w7 TMEMI38
FIFREERY, LA 4B 78 TMEMI138 RAR 5| & 5 0m
fI 5 FHLER LR BY

U

1.1 Z#Hrw
L1 zmhe 293T 4 (rp il ok rp IR A rpocs
WA I ) .
11,2 2&3&A PBSH AR (R LMEAR),
PFA ., Triton X-100(3£[E Sigma /A #]), MG . &
TR (KEECAF), HIEH (F2E Biofroxx
2vn]), EB(ZEE GibcoAH])), WMo & . B
R/ & (JE R RARA W ), Trans5a &3z 25240
M. PBSIFWR (Jb it a2 m]), BRI N Ui
(K% Takara /A ) ), LBRIAKR:FE3L | LB Agar [#]
&K 37 5 (b 5T coolaber 24 H] ), DMEM g 4 4% 5+
FE | Opti-MEM 85 57 %L fil Lipofectamine®3000 ( 32
Thermo 23] ) o
1.1.3  E &34k Frizzles (3 [H [F R IR B 57 B
Tiansen Li 1 £ 2% ), FLAG (F1804) 1y H 3 [
Sigma/A#], FLAG(Ab1162)I [ ¥ [H abcam 23 7],
HA (C29F4) 14 H 3 [# Cell Signaling 7~ ®] , HA
(6E2) W [ 3¢ [H Cell Signaling A 7l . LA BT Hiid
AR LE 120 121 000,
1.1.4 MZ%E&4& PCRAL(FE[E Eppendorf/AH ),
R BE W AL 3 AT A (55 [E Bio-Rad A F] ), 2841MAT
WA EIEEE T (92 Thermo A ], B LAIL ([
Eppendorf 24 /] ), &= & {855 ( H A Olympus 24
A, B E SO0 (TR Zeiss A H]), WOLILER
F8 0 15 880 (T[] Zeiss A ) o
1.2 A%
1.2.1 TMEMI38 % %% H ##E M NCBIEE
JERRI 13 MR R Rl TMEM 138 51N 2 7% ¥ 51
AR A i 44 RN 13 ) b TMEM 138 3518 2 7% )5
G

Homo sapiens(NM_016464.5) ,

Mus musculus(NM_028411.4),

Danio rerio(XM_002666770.5) ,

Bos taurus(XM_027532662.1),

Sus scrofa(XM_005660823.3),

Gallus gallus(NM_001277894.2) ,

Caenorhabditis elegans(NM_001026903.3) ,

Trachemys scripta elegans(XM_034767658.1) ,
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Xenopus tropicalis( NM_001008081.1) ,

Loxodonta africana(XM_010599131.2),

Anolis carolinensis(XM_003224131.3),

Drosophila simulans(XM_002078255.4),

Drosophila melanogaster(NM_135128.3),

fifi FH MEGAL11 # # T TMEM138 1] Neighbor-
joining HF LA, HE Ak IR B0 B KA A AR
.,
1.2.2 TMEMI138% & % /77| b xf 547 M Uni-
Prot 5041 P T 4 8 MR YA ) TMEM138 8 1 )7
G, fdE:

TMEM138 HUMAN(QI9NPIO),

Tmem138 MOUSE(Q9D6G5),

Tmem138 BOVIN(ASPIY4),

Tmem138 DANRE(E7FDEO),

Tmem138 XENTR(Q66JCO),

Tmem138 CHICK(AOAIDS5PE71),

Tmem138 DROME(Q9VMKS),

Tmem138 CAEEL(Q7YX41).

ffi H UniProt % #i% J& ) Align I g 15 2|
TMEM 138 & [ Clustal W H X3 #r 4k
1.2.3 TMEMI38% & Motif o471 i JH7EZL Motif
ST T E-MEME(http: //meme-suite.org/tools/meme) ,
Xf 8 AL E W B TMEM 138 3717 Motif 43 #r . Ff:Afi
JH Tomtom T. EKE 445 A Motif 5 2 F1#Y Motif 55 4
PEHEAT X o
1.2.4 TMEMI38 & & = & £ # FAal  CHICK
(Gallus gallus) B Tmem138 = 2 &% k& K5 U fi 751 )
i QUARK (http://zhanglab. demb. med. umich. edu/
QUARK/) B HF . HAR 74 F TMEM138 =21
SEMITRIAL TS [ AlphaFold 5 1 5t 25 A 5 1%
1.2.5 TMEMI38 & & ¥ B ¥ 7% ol {fi /i
TMHMM-2.0 (https://services. healthtech. dtu. dk/ser-
vice.php? TMHMM-2.0) % 8 A~{8 & ¥ Flf TMEM 138
P B T MR 7 A T
1.2.6 #3E TMEMI138 & ik &4k it AR5
Y13k cDNA B Y 1% TMEM138 H I H B, 1§
WAW D FIRELm LI E R, Pk DNA R
HA R B 0 R B 2tk i ) PRKS 50 A7 25 44 4
BT WIEAL E transSo RS2 S M BEEAT
PrrE R, T B AFI T IERA Y TR
1.2.7 mia¥ibitd B 293T MR 2
ML R i 24 fLAR Y, R HAE G R 70% ~ 90%
AR Y, B2 Lipofectamine®3000 2 51 {#

FHULH, Ui 1 h Rt , S5 12 h s
FROCHE PRS2 3L, 24 h 5 S R Ul 1M 37 15 55 3 20
AT I 3 DU Bk R RS R SRS 3

1.2.8 Emiadt FHYMMMEFEEEIE 48 h
G, FEMHMREFRE, A B DMEM # B 1Y
—PL, 4°CHFHE 1 h, WHESREH WA Y DMEM
TE4CHRAM T L —BL, BIKS min, FE3IW, M
% 11 PBS ¥k 2 5% % () DMEM J5 , fin A w=4% PFA
5 U [ 5E 400 10 min, PBS YE 3 3, 4K 5 min,
LBRER BB EW, A w=10% ' L7 300 pL =
A 30 min, B S5 S A w=10% 3" Il 7
B — 40, EREEIFE 2 he H 0=0.1% PBST It
2P0, EE3 K, B ED 1S mine, wEE A,
Rl 5 VLA R

2 g R

2.1 TMEMI38BR%G %k Bt Lt

R AR W AR B £ RS R AR TT A TMEM138 Y {2
SEME, ARBRIE) I MR IO T AR A S M TR
HESH I AE N Y 13 MR R, I8 1 MEGALL 4%
PEF 3 TMEM138 %4 Neighbor Joining £ 48 & & it
AL (Saitou et al., 1987), #EALIE B FH F KA SR 2%
P14, (Tamura et al.,2004) , Ff-4% LG22 il 748 SR
(1), Bzl i o3 SCH BE ) B 5 TR HE T 5
Gk B WL B R B AR TR, B R o ST
MFREAEYIF N S SR ER, A
2 TMEM 138 55 DU 37 A0 (R B[R] AE 6 e, 5

1dps owoH
\OQ Ry
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Fig. 1 TMEM]138 phylogenetic evolution tree
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by L2 A ) % AR A A R B R R, SRR
ARSI &2 | eI MR EEY kA
S5 A Lo T WU 2 R B T =5 e
(Caenorhabditis elegans) F - W ( Drosophila simu-
lans) Tmem138 F Rl 7 AL IR Rl B b, 5 A28
G R R IIL
2.2 TMEMI138 &5tk 3t 4> 4

53t TMEM138 88 H — A i i R <p ik, A
WFoRBE T A48 T i FL sl . B A 3 Fn G
YN 8 MR R, X H TMEMI138 4 (it
1T 250 X o b, LA DA sk 26 30F £k i A7 A4
Fh PSSR A 1 A= 9y vh IH 94 5. 45 TMEM138 1YY
IR SPRRAE, S5RILE 2, E2 2R, AL /ML,
AL BEhf . JEPIDTE . XS H TMEM138 A 1624~
SRR, 1M SR ANZE L TMEM 138 (1) 28 3 iR 250 )

539 165 F1176 4~ 5 A2 TMEMI3S AL, iX
Se A JE A4 ) R R PR B (94.4%) L N ERR
91.9% . 4k 84.6% . AEUHNITNHE Hy 69.7% . B fh
H68.5% . L AN L HU [R] IR B AR S 51 R 30.3%
F127.8%. MR L, ERILAYF TMEM138 ]
P57 BB IR BCR R 214, I A R A A i
J AR Xt G <3 1 S R Bl 65 4> Rtk —2
T i X Be R ST S KL B2 AE TMEMI138 WA 7 B (5 8,
AT E R TMEM138 & 1 EAT T B5 I 45
F IR T . g5 R BoR, XLy R ) TMEM138
AN SR, PRSI O A
ZIFA) X as R bR . EHASCEMNE, YR
TMEM 138 i B 4 57 19 52 35 18 48 Hh 7 LI IR 45 g Jal
FRAERFE

™I

HUMEM_TMEM138 -MLQTSN| SY| SELLQKT-PVIQ L
MOUSE_Tmem138 -MLQTGN| SY SELLRMA-PVIQ L
BOVIN_Tmem138 -MLQTSN| g d SELLRMA-PVIQ L
DANRE Tmem138 -MLQTNN TF] SELLRSA-PVIQ L
XENTR_Tmem138 -MLQPGN| LF] SELLRDP-PVNQ L
CHICK Tmem138 -MLQTSN| FY SELLRTA-PAVQ L
DROME_Tmem138 MKLTLR GV GPSLARNRLQ  [BENRY @6 L

CAEEL_Tmem138 O IS TIB GVLCYGN-NMTL O D)
Clustal Co JRLRE ok ek ke e SEEEE Rk i sEE B

M3
HUMEM_TMEM138 B FHRKFKG NLRW--KNSNSFIWTDEL
MOUSE_Tmem138 F FHKEFKGT ) VRW--KNSSSFSHTNEL
BOVIN_ Tmem138 E FHKEKG NLRW--KNSNCFVRET D@L
DANRE_Tmem138 LERFRA NLRW--MESNRFVRET D@L
XENTR_Tmem138 L CONIF'C NLRW--TGANREVESDEL
CHICK _Tmem138 B FHKFKG RW--RDSSREFINTEEL
DROME Tmem138 L g JYRQPPEEDGHHWP L@
CAEEL_Tmem138 F ASBSSTW--EDRTVNIMVNEP
Clustal Co : L * %
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Fig. 2 TMEMI138 mltiple sequence alignment analysis of several representative species

2.3 TMEMI38 % H Motif 53 #fr

1 Motif (%) FU I AR ) & Ak 5 2R 1 BT 4544 il
DIRe i 2T . AF5EE H MEME 23 Afr A [R] 9 Fl
1 TMEM138 T4, 415 1 34 Motifs(¥3) ,

Fiz DA BG4 A5 BT HESF (Bailey et al., 1994) .
Motif 1JFFI Sl 41 DS SEFR SR FE, 2 A 4
H TMEM 138 25 FH i ST Y Xk, 78 1 26 ) v
FAE . Motif 2 FPFIH 0 41 A= LR SE, Motif 3
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(a) MEME# H )3 MotifsfEAN A FRTMEM 13825 141 )7 51 R 7 B R B

Name P -value Motif 3 Motif 2 Motif 1

HUMAN TMEMI38  2.19¢-138 | | | | I
MOUSE_Tmem138  3.86e-141 - | | | I
BOVIN Tmeml38  5.93e-146 | | | I
DANRE Tmem138  2.73e-111 | | | I
XENTR Tmeml138  2.96e-106 - | | | I
CHICK Tmem138 520e-126 | | | I
DROME Tmem138  1.11e-30 =
CAEEL Tmeml38  4.33e-29 I 42

(b) 3FMotifsHLogo 2 HAE/ N Tmem 138 HR . HY 7 #1I A BAR S

Motif 3

MOUSE_Tmem138

(rs DLVLhQFLLLsLDLFVNGEIELLR= 1aQUVL

1QD1ALLF

MLQTCNYSLVLSLQFLLLSYDLFVNSFSELLRMAPVIQLVLFIIQDIAILFNI [ [ | FLMFF

T™I

v QBGLVNLLEKPBSTL

ILzAY ALS Sk YIVIINLRW:sxS

wir reC| 0L FYFQRYAAVL! .ﬁﬂ-KBTAVHbiD RF/aDSLY

MOUSE_Tmem138

WINCLQTLFVFQRLAAVLYCYFYKRTAVRLCDPRFYQDSLWLRKEFMQVRR

T™M4

HATFI B B TR AR R PE B B 2R, RER RN R/ IMRFGZ SRR AR P 81 bt B A

TREBOR, MR

, HACEZ AR 1 PR~y B

K3 JLRMREAYIF TMEMI138 ) Motif 73-#7
Fig. 3 Motif analysis of several representative species TMEM 138

FPANKE R 50 N s B PR R AL, EATE A HES W
SEORST Y o K F00I0 7 255 R 235 4 38k 7 ' 7E Motif 4317
SRR, S5 BOR B Motif 60 15— 5
X3, Motif 3 BRAL 4 145 B X b 40 5 30435 2
MEREX . FibZE R TMEM138 25 1 DO REAH Xt
TRSF, JF HARST 546 s RE 25 A Sl A OC .
2.4 TMEMI38 =&l

T A ) 2 T PR T = gk . AR
i 5 4 i AlphaFold X A [ 4) Ff TMEM 138 11 = 2%
SERHEAT IO, T A 8 S 4 A S8 46 B AR R
(E14), H:r HUMAN =25 254 it S 34 s 15 i

47 86.40, MOUSE}87.39. BOVIN'487.90, DANRE
~89.57. XENTR & 86.43, DROME 82.13, CAEEL
“h88.34, IX LA [ Y - Xy AR A AR O 90,
RFEBREE TG WNIIEE R E, A F Y F
TMEM 138 fi4 %3 [i] *ﬁ%*ﬁ{u T T () 4 A~ i 4%
#Jiuﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ alpha I8¢ , %45 R #&/8 TMEMI38 [ty
RAH HARFIE
2.5 Tmeml138 HFMEHIIGIE
ARG T 6 FIASRI A Tmem 138 Fik 3014,
cDNAEE H /N, 43 3 FRiE T Tmem138 2 [ N &
. CoR Ui A S A5 s I IX 2 B A 25 R 3, i 26 ol
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(a) HUMAN TMEM138 (b) MOUSE Tmem138

(c) BOVIN Tmem138

(d) DANRE Tmem138
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F4 JULMMCEYF TMEM 138 = 4045+ T

Fig. 4 Tertiary structure prediction of several representative species TMEM138

W35 Fzd5 (G235 FHRERAZ K, Anic 4 i ) o
wiALEE 2 293 T 40, HEATIG AN (L SE s, BiR
T 40 i REE 3R T A BT R B gy 8 L 45 R BoR
Tmem138: N-Flag, Tmem138: C-Flag il Tmem138:
TM2H3 i 3K 1 4 Jd vh 14 {2 7R Flag 8% HA 76 41 iy
PERGPH PG (1, X SEZ5 R W], Tmem138 1Y N-K
Uity A1 C- A i %% 5 T A0 MBS AN, 85 JBEAR H0 5 ) Ky
“W” s 5 gk A — %, Tmeml138: TM1H2,
Tmem138: TM3H4 #1 Tmem138: TM1H2-3H4 i % ik
FO 4R A P A R H BEPE G 6 (/] Sa~f) . iE—25
Fy AL G T SR, N 3 B9 FR 10 AY 20 B 5 E
C-Kuii % (Kl 5g), XAl HeSE TRk R IBH
HA HTARZAN A S8 FRATIE T Tmem138 f4) 5
FEANL, I H IR T H N-A i A1 C- 2K i B2 TM2 Al
TM3 2 [B] 4 J& DX A5 F 20 Ji 5 A0 0 09 3 0 25 4
(El'5h),

3 90w

2 BN — PP A TE A EE A, AR R
REMEFPEEZOCEMN. Wik, 2451,
B Y B 7 B T e B A T 2 S BT I R A
KPR, dFERABZE-DRUNIEER, HEHE
HARE T+ 5, Hjo % H K800 F4f £
4 (Gherman et al., 2006; Ishikawa et al., 2012) .
X 53 Ah— S5 BB B £F Bk Uk, HAR 2 AR
FOMEE L F /N B R B E AZ 2% A1 B R %

A BEAHFNLEEVIR, L8 E 22 000 F
M, Hrp KA 8 H T SR R O &
I RE T AEAE (Liu et al.,2007) . LT B EHAIH
PR, B AR A B AT DU IR
eI 51 R BN, TMEMI38 K [7) 52 i iy 5& 1A
TMEM237 . TMEM67 . TMEM231 . TMEM?216 %5 E. #%
WESEAE 28747 J5 ] 5] Joubert 27 A 1iF (Keeny et al.,
2014) . FHULPTUL, X SEEs R X T B UIRER)
EPAT KA EEAEH, FEf# TMEMI38 (192514
FIT e ] e J2 f HT Joubert 2545 1E 43T HL I B &
—%,

TMEM 138 278 5| % 1) Joubert £E & fiF A] 521 A
M PR D) FBE AR 5 2R 4t (Branceati et al., 2010) ,
1E /N B BB Tmem 138 W RE = A2 5 N2 LT A ]
A9 7 (Guo et al.,2022) , 7EHE A B a2 B
LIS ED K (Lee et al.,2012) . X EHEYE
W1, 1EARYFhiE TMEM138 i S RE RT e 2 v B A
SR, O FRATT A IEAE 254 X TMEM 138 ({4
SPPEEAT T ARG B . AR TMEM 138
R REMMEERTE, TMEMI38 (b 5 H)
vE Ak Y f B — 2, BE 5 1 Tmeml38 5 A 2%
TMEM 138 W [w] 9 9 % iy ik A st 57—, AR 2
AT, AHENFEER R IS 5 A ARALPER,  F AT Dl
TMEMI138 DI RE M- 5F o 7E i — 2% TMEM138 4%
M0y O S7 2 4 B v, AT R BLAE RS [6] A A
TMEMI38 i — . . =REEMh o BIAF A o
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Fig. 5 Live cell staining of Tmem138 plasmid in 293 T cells

PRSP IEIR . 55 FEARSF I Motif FIAH ALY 25 ] 44
4, XEETER[RH R TMEM 138 FR#R 1 B4 25 f A 5T
2EK, AR A BEE N TMEM138 82 B H R @ (ST 0 4
FIDIRE M AFAE

ARWFFE I 3 %F TMEM 138 Fi4 5 5 445 b 3l i 47 79
W, KA [F B Fl TMEM138 5 HAT 4 /> 5 R 454
B, ELAEAS [R 40 [ 0T 107 825 25 ) Sl 1) 67 5
BERAARL, 3k Se2h 5l A 75 A4 £ FEIE ] TMEM 138
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